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Pleasure Gardens have been
discussed by historians such as
John Brewer and Roy Por ter
as typifying a nascent public
sphere, one identified with the
‘commodification’ of culture and
the rise of the ‘middling rank’.
Much of our knowledge of these
gardens i s  s t i l l  founded on
Warwick Wroth’s works, now
more than a century old. For all
the importance of the individual
composers, painters and artists
active within them, pleasure
gardens have been neglected
by historians of ear ly modern
theatre, music, ar t and dance.
Those historians and literar y
scholars who have addressed
them have  focused  a lmos t
e x c l u s i v e l y  o n  t h e  1 7 6 0 s
a n d  1 7 7 0 s , i g n o r i n g  t h e i r
Caroline origins and Victorian

development. Pleasure Gardens
outside London and in other
European countries have also
received insufficient attention.
It is hoped that this conference
will go some way towards bridging
the disciplinary, methodological
and geographical divides which
have hither to isolated scholars
interested in different aspects
of the pleasure garden. 

The conference is supported by
The Pau l  Mel lon Centre for
Studies in British Art, Tate Britain
and The Museum of Garden
History. Additional suppor t is
provided by the Royal Musical
Assoc iat ion , The Mus ic  and
Letters Trust and Southampton
University’s Music Department,
History Department and School
of Humanities. The convener is

Dr Jonathan Conlin, University of
Southampton. Speakers include
Peter Borsay, John Brewer, Rachel
Cowgi l l , John Dixon Hunt ,
Deborah Epstein Nord, Aileen
Ribe i ro, Wi l l i am Weber and
Simon McVeigh.

For further information including
programme details, please visit
our website at: http://www.
p a u l - m e l l o n - c e n t r e . a c . u k /
eventsf/vauxhall.html

The conference fees are £80 (full),
£60 (students/concessions)
To register for this conference
please contact Tate Ticketing
Services at: 
https://tickets.tate.org.uk/select
show.asp
Telephone: 020 7887 8888
Email: ticketing@tate.org.uk
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Vauxhall Revisited: 
pleasure gardens and their publics 1660-1880
An interdisciplinary conference, accompanied by a concert at Tate Britain, 14-16 July 2008




